THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT: 1914-1930         ig?

a progressive step towards responsible government. The Royal
Proclamation is full of goodwill and it would be wrong for
Congress not to have responded to the King's call for coopera-
tion. We shall lose nothing by beginning with cooperation
and shall at once place the bureaucracy in the wrong." Even
the Ali Brothers had been released and attended the Congress;
and as they obviously would at once set up a most powerful
Khilafat agitation, nothing obviously was given away by
Congress holding its hand for the nonce. As regards the Jallian-
walla Bagh massacre, the Congress decided upon the creation
of a national memorial and dkected the collection of five lakhs
for that purpose. Mr. Gandhi was appointed one of the Trus-
tees of the fund and another important function allotted to him
was, to revise and draft anew a Constitution for Congress,
which would be in accordance with the changes that had come
over it. "With the assumption of this responsibility," Mr.
Gandhi writes,1 "I may be said to have made my real entrance
into Congress politics": it would perhaps be more correct to
say, that with it, the Congress was becoming his own organiza-
tion. The death of Tilak (only six months later} removed the
only personality who could have rivalled Mr. Gandhi's popu-
larity and his control of Congress.

Mohammed Ali left for England in March 1920 at the
head of a deputation and did not return to India until October,
They tried their utmost to avert the worst of Turkey*s fate,
but in vain. Mr. Lloyd George on January 5, 1918, had given
a pledge regarding Turkey, when it was urgent that the misgiv-
ings of Indian Moslems should be placated; he refused to
redeem it now, when he thought that Indian Moslem opinion
could be safely flouted. The mala fides of England seemed
proved; and this was of course the sort of argument to weigh
with Mr. Gandhi. Another set of circumstances seemed to
confirm the conclusion that England could not be trusted.
1 My Experiments with Trutks II, p. 554.